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Brooklyn Winery
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We usually plan our
meals with some deliberation—old-fashioned, I know.
But our visit to Brooklyn Winery recently was entirely
impromptu and thoroughly worthwhile.

The space is right out of the Williamsburg playbook:

The wine bar is designed predominantly
from reclaimed materials, including a
decorative wall made from barn wood,
World War II ammo boxes standing in as
wine racks, vintage industrial lighting,
and beautiful 1940s wallpaper. The bar
itself is clad in wood reclaimed from
church pews, and topped with zinc.
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It’s splendidly
renovated, with an attractive bar, communal tables, a
garden, and upstairs several secluded rooms with coffee
tables and comfy sofas. Next door is a small-batch
winery. They’ll eventually be sold on tap at the bar, and I
believe for purchase to take home by the bottle.

There are about 35 wines by the glass ($8–15), an
eccentric international list that’ll take you off the beaten
path. We were headed elsewhere afterward, but enjoyed a
glass of the Grüet Brut Rosé from Albuquerque, NM. Next
time, we’ll need to stay longer.

The food menu
offers a variety of antipasti ($3–5), more substantial
appetizers or small entrées ($7–15), and desserts ($7–8).
A really good Duck, Pistachio, and Dried Cherry Pâté
with crisp bread (right), which two could easily share,
was just $5.

You can’t miss Brooklyn Winery. Although it’s on a side
street, the name of the establishment is painted in big
block letters on the side of the building, visible from
Driggs Avenue. It’s a cliché to write about the
unpretentious wine bar—do they ever claim to be
anything else?—but on a brief look, Brooklyn Winery
seemed to be the real thing.

Brooklyn Winery (213 N. 8th St. between Driggs Ave
& Roebling St, Williamsburg)

Food: The kind of snacks you want with wine
Wine: 35 wines by the bottle/glass, inexpensive and off-
the-beaten-path
Service: Good
Ambiance: The same distressed chic you find on every
block but well done

Rating: Neighborhood spot
Why? The good selection of inexpensive, unusual wines
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